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Post Office Box 29091                                                                                                   *President George H. W. Bush       
Washington DC 20017                                                                                                                            Honorary Chair 
1-855-916-3796 
 
 
 
June 25, 2019 
 
 
 
Dear America, 
 
Our mission is clear and we will be victorious. 

It is a true honor and pleasure to present you with an overview of this nearly nine-year journey. A journey focused on 
the honorable and important goal of honoring and remembering all who served and played a part in those truly 
remarkable events, Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. Enabling legislation was passed in 2014, which 
authorizes the construction of the Memorial on federal land in Washington. Area I location approval was passed in 
March of 2017 after a three-year and six-month process.  The preferred site to construct the Memorial at 23rd Street, 
N.W. and Constitution Avenue was approved on June 21, 2018. This prominent and highly visible location will ensure 
that every year, millions of visitors to Washington will either learn this story or be reminded about all that was 
accomplished by this amazing U.S. assembled and led coalition of 35 countries from five continents. The Liberation 
of the people of Kuwait will never be forgotten. 
 
I would also like to recognize the efforts, hard work, and dedication, of a special group of individuals whose efforts 
have brought us to where we are today and will get us over the finish line. Congressman Phil Roe and Senator John 
Boozman for believing in our cause and for sponsoring the enabling legislation. The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Headquarters for their important, early, and significant $500,000 donation, which has enabled us to be here 
today.   I'd also like to thank the NDSWM Board of Directors for their steadfast belief and hard work while in pursuit of 
our goal. They, along with countless other volunteers across the country are making it all happen. We couldn't do it 
without this "coalition-like" effort. 

We continue to make great strides as we focus on the two remaining pieces which stand between us and the finish 
line. Design development, and financial support at all levels. Our lead designers, Mr. Skip Graffam, Randy 
Schumacher and their team bring the experience, vision, and talent that will ultimately create a timeless and 
breathtaking design near the National Mall. Our recently formed Capital Campaign team is also committed to raising 
the remaining $32 million dollars and complete the Memorial by Veterans Day of 2021, marking the 30th anniversary 
year of the Liberation of Kuwait. I would like to extend an invitation to you to join us in this "New Coalition” as we 
make history and bring this Memorial to life. 

We hope you will join us in our journey.  

 

 
 
Scott C. Stump 
CEO and President 
National Desert Storm War Memorial Association 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                         *Deceased 
 
 



 

 

 
BY THE NUMBERS  

 
 
National Desert Storm War Memorial  Association 
 
Years since inception:   8 years 
 
Board Members:   8 
 
Funds to raise:    $40M 
 
Funds raised to date:   $8.4M 
 Site award:   $5.85M 
 Contributions:   $2.5M 
 
From number of states:  50 plus territories 
 
 
 
Desert Shield and Desert Storm 
 
Aggressor:     1 
 
Coalition nations:    35 (Includes United States) 
 
People liberated and protected: 18,906,000 (populations of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia)* 
 
Coalition armed forces:  670,000 **  
 
Coalition casualties:   383 ***(United States. Coalition unavailable) 

 
Note: all Association numbers are as of June 1, 2019 

*Source World Bank 
**DOD 

***DOD 
 
  



 

 

THE PRESIDENT WHO LED 
 
 
 

 
President George H. W. Bush (June 12, 1924 – November 30, 2018) 

 
 
 
"During Operation Desert Storm, our troops served with valor and honor to defend what was 
right and just. Some lost their lives; others still live today with the wounds suffered in battle. 
Their sacrifices must not be forgotten," said President George H.W. Bush. "As president, there is 
no more solemn duty than sending men and women to war. I am proud to continue serving 
those who served under me by joining the National Desert Storm War Memorial Association as 
Honorary Board Chairman. Generations to come must know the victory these men and women 
won." 

 

  



 

 

THE COALITION 
 
 
 
 

A r g e n t i n a │ 	 A u s t r a l i a │ 	 B a h r a i n 	 │ 	 B e l g i u m 	 	 │ 	 B u l g a r i a 	 │ 	
C a n a d a 	 │ 	 C z e c h o s l o v a k i a 	 │ 	 D e n m a r k 	 │ 	 E g y p t │ 	 F r a n c e 	 │ 	
G e r m a n y 	 │ 	 G r e e c e 	 │ 	 H u n g a r y 	 │ 	 I t a l y 	 │ 	 J a p a n 	 │ 	 K u w a i t 	 │ 	

N e t h e r l a n d s 	 │ 	 N e w 	 Z e a l a n d 	 │ 	 N o r w a y 	 │ 	 O m a n 	 │ 	 P a k i s t a n 	 │ 	
P h i l i p p i n e s 	 │ 	 P o l a n d 	 │ 	 P o r t u g a l │ 	 Q a t a r 	 	 │ 	 R o m a n i a 	 │ 	 	

S a u d i 	 A r a b i a 	 │ 	 S i n g a p o r e 	 │ 	 S o u t h 	 K o r e a 	 │ 	 S p a i n 	 │ 	 S y r i a 	 │ 	
T u r k e y 	 │ 	 U n i t e d 	 A r a b 	 E m i r a t e s 	 │ 	 U n i t e d 	 K i n g d o m 	 │ 	 	

U n i t e d 	 S t a t e s 	 o f 	 A m e r i c a 	 	
 

On August 2, 1990 Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait, Iraq’s neighbor to the south, and 
threatened Saudi Arabia. These aggressive actions set into motion a chain of events that would 
define Desert Shield and Desert Storm. Within mere days, Operation Desert Shield was in full 
operational mode with military personnel streaming into Saudi Arabia. Over the next six months, 
the buildup of forces would ready for the launch of Desert Storm. On January 16, 1991, 
Operation Desert Storm was a go. An unprecedented 35-member nation coalition fought side-
by-side under the constant threat of biological warfare to swiftly defeat the aggressor that 
invaded a peaceful nation. The sovereignty of Kuwait was restored due to the dedication of 
many brave men and women from around the world coming together for a common cause and a 
clear mission. 

 

“Because the world would not look the other way …”  – President George H. W. Bush, 1991 
 

 



 

 

FROM THEN TO NOW 

Time passed quickly. Twenty years after the conflicts a small group of Desert Storm veterans 
were reflecting what had taken place when they were in the service – the commitments they 
made, the relationships they forged, and the battle they fought. As they remembered, they 
realized how the world had moved on and that such an important time in history could not be 
forgotten. A vision of a memorial was born. Scott Stump, Brenten Byrd, and John Jordan had the 
foresight to commit to creating a place in Washington, DC for people from around the world to 
learn about what took place thousands of miles away to keep freedom alive for millions of 
innocent people. 

 
The National Desert Storm and 
Desert Shield Memorial (the 
Memorial) is to be a new 
national monument. Congress 
passed the National Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield War 
Memorial Act (40 U.S.C. 8903; 
Public Law 113-291), and the 
President signed it into law, 
that authorizes the National 
Desert Storm Memorial 
Association (the Association) to 
establish a commemorative 
work on federal land in the 
District of Columbia.  
 
The intersection of 
Constitution Avenue and 23rd 
Street in Northwest, 
Washington, DC, adjacent to 
the National Mall (Area I), is approved as the site for The Memorial as of June 21, 2018. The 
design concept is now moving through the federal multi-step approval process.  
 
This year (2019), the Association launched the national Capital Campaign to raise funds to build 
The Memorial. Additional funds will come from individual donors contributing directly to the 
Association, through merchandise sales, and through third-party independent grassroots 
fundraising initiatives. 
 
To commence breaking ground for The Memorial, federal mandates stipulate that 110% of the 
approved budget must be raised and on hand. The total budget for The Memorial is approved at 
$40 million and when reached the Association will proceed to the official building phase. 



 

 

THE LOCATION AND DESIGN 

 
 

The location of Constitution Avenue and 23rd 
Street, N.W. in the capital of the United States 
is an intersection of remembrance and 
diplomacy. The adjacent National Mall and the 
surrounding area is home to many national 
monuments and memorials where millions of 
visitors come to learn about important 
moments in history and reflect each year. Upon 
the return of the service members in 1991, a 
full day of activities took place, including a 
parade to honor those who were on active duty 
to support Desert Shield and Desert Storm. The 
parade route included Constitution Avenue and passed the site of the future Memorial. 

The National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial’s design, inscriptions, and sculptures will 
commemorate three very historically significant aspects of the conflict: 

1. The coalition: A powerful symbol of 
world unity, the coalition was formed 
under U.S. leadership in order to oppose 
and eject the occupying forces of 
Saddam Hussein and to liberate the 
peaceful nation of Kuwait and defend 
Saudi Arabia. The historical significance 
of 35-member nation coalition whose 
national military contingents varied in 
size and capability yet they fought as 
equals and blended as equals under the 
shared leadership to achieve victory. 
 

2. The sacrifice and service of the brave men and women: These contributions are to be 
commemorated in the Memorial’s design, inscriptions, and sculpture. 
 

3. The “pivot” in America’s relationship with its military: Operation Desert Storm and Desert 
Shield closed the painful post-Vietnam era, and decisively returned America’s military to 
hero status in the United States. 

   



 

 

THE ASSOCIATION 
 
 
The Association is a 501(C)3 non-profit organization dedicated to the mission of constructing the 
national memorial to Operations Desert Storm and Desert Shield. The dedicated team is made 
up of nearly a 100% volunteer workforce and many on the board of directors were on active 
duty during the time of Desert Shield and Desert Storm and spent time in theater. The engaged 
and active board is doing the day-to-day operations and the committee undertakings. 
 
 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
 
The Memorial is to be built using no government funds. Therefore, funds are being raised 
through individual, corporate, and coalition member nation donations. A special thanks is 
extended to the Veterans of Foreign War (VFW), Pilot Flying J and Honorable James A. Baker, III  
for the very generous gifts and to Hungary as the first nation to contribute. The Capital 
Campaign, the arm of the Association solely dedicated to raising funds, launched in early 2019 
and will operate for 24 months. Individual gift giving opportunities are available through the 
Association’s website.  
 
 
THE TIMELINE 
 

 



 

 

LEADERSHIP 

Honorary Chair 

President George H. W. Bush* 

 

 
(Kurczek, Leggs, Carragan, Etter, Stump, Freeman, Byrd, Shively) 

 

Executive Board 
Scott C. Stump, CEO & President 

Cee Freeman, Vice President and Deputy Associate Director of Planning & Design Committee 

Bill Carragan, Secretary 

Jeff Kurczek, Treasurer and CFO 

Kyle B. Leggs, Director of Planning and Design 

Board of Directors 

Brenten T. Byrd, Assistant Treasurer 

Kent Shively, Deputy Director Planning and Design 

Jill Etter, Director of Communications  

 

 

*Deceased 



 

 

Honorary Committee 
 

Secretary James A. Baker, III  

Admiral Stanley Arthur (US Navy) 

General Walter E. Boomer (US Marine Corps) 

Brigadier General Rhonda Cornum (US Army) 

General Fred Franks (US Army) 

Captain Chad Hennings (US Air Force) 

General Chuck Horner (US Air Force) 

Hershel (Woody) Williams, (CMOH recipient)  

Lieutenant Colonel Greg Ballard (US Marine Corps) 

General H.R. McMaster (US Army, 26th National Security Advisor) 

Brigadier General Rick Murphy (US Air Force) 

Lt. Col. Allen West (US Army) 

Former Congressman John Kline  (US Marines) 

Former State Representative Kevin Roberts (TX-126) 

Dr. John Duke Anthony  

James E. Trevathan, Jr. 

Richard Lowry (Author) 

Jeffrey Miller (Co-Founder, Honor Flight Network) 

The Honorable Marlin Fitzwater 

 

 

 
Planning and Design Committee 

 
Kyle B. Leggs, Director 

Kent Shively, Deputy Director 

Cee Freeman, Deputy Associate Director 

 

 
  



 

EARLY MAJOR DONORS 
	

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Pilot Flying J 

The Honorable James A. Baker III 
Hungary 

 
 
 
 
NOTABLE PARTNERS 

CSO Architects 
OLIN Studio 

National Council on U.S.- Arab Relations 
 
	
	

FUNDRAISING 
 

Captain Jack 
Bold Republic Brewing Company in Belton, Texas 

Barrow Brewing Company in Salado, Texas 
Southern Roots Brewing in Waco, Texas 

	 	



 

 

	
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2021, we will mark the 30th anniversary of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. Working together from now to then, we can 

honor the lives of those who came together, those who served, and those who made the ultimate sacrifice by dedicating a new historic 

memorial. Just as it took a coalition to liberate Kuwait and defend Saudi Arabia, this effort will only be possible through leadership and 

many people from around the country and around the globe joining the effort.   



 

 

 
 

 

 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Post Office Box 29091                                                                                                                                       1.855.916.3796 
Washington DC 20017                                                                                                                             WWW.NDSWM.ORG	

Tracy Presock Key  (703) 994-9336 tracy.key@ndswm.org 
 

	


