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Conceptual design of the war memorial pending approval by US Federal authorities.

Operation Desert Storm story needs to be heard now more than ever: Stump

Memorial to honor fallen, educate future generations
By Cinatra Fernandes

Arab Times Staff 

Operation Desert Storm, the 
military operation by the 

US-led coalition, succeeded in 
expelling Iraqi forces occupying 
Kuwait in 1991. While the trau-
ma of the Iraqi occupation and 
the Gulf War has been seared 
into the memory of Kuwait, 
Scott C. Stump, who served as 
an infantryman with I Marine 
Expeditionary Force during 
ODS, is working to ensure that 
the service and sacrifice of the 
many soldiers who fought in this 
war are not forgotten. 

Stump is the chairman, presi-
dent and chief executive officer 
of the National Desert Storm 
War Memorial Association. In 
this interview with the Arab 
Times, he discusses his efforts to 
construct a memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. that will not only 
memorialize the fallen, but also 
educate Americans and future 
generations of this important his-
torical event. 

Arab Times: Can you start by 
giving us a brief background of 
the National Desert Storm War 
Memorial Association? What 
is the mission of your organiza-
tion? How does it operate? 

Scott Stump: The National 
Desert Storm War Memorial As-
sociation was something I initi-
ated over 6 years ago. I came to 
the realization that many people 
had forgotten how important Op-
eration Desert Storm was, what 
it accomplished, and those who 
died in Kuwait as well as on the 
battlefield. I recruited other like-
minded Veterans to join me and 
assemble a team to accomplish 
our mission. 

Our mission is very simple: To 
erect the National Desert Storm 
Memorial in Washington, D.C. 
to remember all who served and 
died back in 1990-91. 

We operate as a Federally 
(US) Recognized Non-Profit, 
comprised of a 100% volunteer 
(Non-Paid) Team. 

AT: Are you working with or 
do you receive support from any 
Kuwaiti institutions and enti-
ties? 

SS: From the beginning I felt 
that it was essential to inform 
the Kuwaiti Government of our 
plans for this memorial. This 
was out of courtesy and respect 
for the Government and people 
of Kuwait. Desert Storm was 
such an important, albeit tragic 
event in Kuwait’s history. Ev-
eryone in Kuwait was effected in 
one way or another. This is their 
memorial as well and we have to 
make sure that the story through 
the memorial is told properly. 

I am honored to have the 
privilege of working with and 
communicating with Ambas-
sador Al-Sabah and the won-
derful staff at The Embassy of 
the State of Kuwait in Wash-
ington, D.C. for over the past 3 
years or so. 

AT: How is Desert Storm 
perceived by Americans today? 
What are the sentiments that vet-
erans and civilians have towards 
it? 

erans and family members of 
Veterans over several months. 
We also want to incorporate 
aspects of the Kuwaiti desert 
landscape which will set this 
memorial apart from all others 
and reflect the Middle East-
ern geography and topography 
where this war was fought. 

AT: What are the challenges 
you face as an organisation? 

SS: Our challenges are proba-
bly no different than those of any 
other non-profit all-volunteer 
organizations. Finding people 
who have a passion for our mis-
sion and are willing to work as 
hard as if they were being paid, 
is the number one challenge that 
I, along with our team continue 
to face. Most everyone thinks 
what we are doing is great, and 
they jump in with both feet. Even 
though I warn them that what 
we are doing is not easy and 

requires a lot of dedication and 
effort, once they find out how 
difficult the work really is, they 
tend to disappear rather quickly. 
Also, like most other non-profits 
we have to constantly work hard 
to raise the funding to cover all 
of our costs associated with the 
building of the memorial such 
as the site selection, engineering 
and design costs which will only 
grow larger. 

AT: If you had to estimate, 
how long do you suppose it 
would take for the monument to 
be built? 

SS: We would like to have the 
memorial completed and dedi-
cated sometime in 2019. Many 
things are out of our control, es-
pecially when dealing with the 
various commissions and various 
governmental agencies. How-
ever, we feel that this timeline is 
realistic based on where we are 

currently due to the amount of 
progress, we have achieved thus 
far, which is significant. 

AT: In what ways can people 
support the memorial? 

SS: There are several ways 
people can support the memo-
rial. First of all, they can help 
us spread the word so that ev-
eryone in Kuwait and around 
the globe are aware of what we 
are doing. As President George 
H. W. Bush stated a week after 
Kuwait was liberated, this was 
a victory not just for the U.S. 
but for the Kuwaitis, the coali-
tion, and the world. Good tri-
umphed over evil and this can 
never be forgotten. Also, since 
we are 100% privately funded, 
people who are so inclined 
may donate to the memorial ef-
fort at: ndswm.org or by mail: 
NDSWM P.O. Box 29091 
Washington, D.C., 20017.

SS: A large number of Ameri-
cans tend to overlook Desert 
Storm and how important it 
was. Some have the misconcep-
tion that it was this video game 
war where nobody died. Veter-
ans tend to have a much better 
understanding of Desert Storm. 
They appreciate the fact that over 
600,000 Americans served, over 
300 died, as well as the fact that 
a coalition of 33 other countries 
came together to do the right 
thing and liberate Kuwait after a 
murderous and horrific 7-month 
occupation. 

AT: What is the purpose of 
war memorials today? How do 
you ensure they are not seen as 
glorifying war? 

SS: The purpose of memori-
als in my opinion is two-fold. 
First to memorialize and re-
member those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice. The second 
purpose is to educate. Future 
generations need to learn and 
understand virtues such as sac-
rifice, service, courage, and 
to keep those virtues alive 50, 
100, 200 years from now. 20 
Million people visit Washing-
ton, D.C. every year. Many 
from other countries. My hope 
is that these global citizens will 
keep the memory and spirit of 
Operation Desert Storm alive 
for many years to come. Hope-
fully, if they reside in one of the 
coalition countries, they will be 
able to feel a sense of pride in 
knowing that their country was 
a very important part of a very 
important mission — the Lib-
eration of Kuwait! 

AT: Why is now the right time 
to build this memorial? 

SS: It’s been 26 years since 
the Victory of Desert Storm. 
The time is now! In 2017 we 
find ourselves in a very negative 
and divisive world the story of 
Operation Desert Storm needs 
to be heard now more than ever. 
The coming together of these 34 

countries from 5-continents to do 
as President George H. W. Bush 
said, what is right, what is just, 
and what is moral. We also want 
to make sure that the majority of 
our Veterans will still be alive to 
visit the memorial in person and 
know that the world has not for-
gotten this epic event. 

AT: What stage of progress is 
it in presently? 

SS: We have currently nar-
rowed down the final location 
to the final top two possibili-
ties. We hope to have the final 
location by May or June of this 
year. This follows an exhaus-
tive process to obtain permis-
sion to build the memorial on 
federal land in Washington. 
On May 28th 2014 Congress 
voted 370-0 in support of con-
structing the memorial, while 
the President signed into law 
the authorization on December 
19th 2014. We hope to com-
plete the process sometime in 
2019. 

AT: Why does the US govern-
ment not fund the building of the 
memorial? How do these under-
takings usually work? 

SS: We decided to not go the 
route of seeking federal funding 
for the memorial. This decision 
was based on wanting to be good 
stewards and not encumbering 
the U.S. Taxpayer with our proj-
ect. We felt it was important to 
do this on our own, for our own. 
Some memorials seek federal 
funding which as you can imag-
ine, increases the duration of the 
project and also complicates the 
entire process. 

AT: Can you give us details 
about the proposed design? 

SS: The proposed design 
came about through the hard 
work and efforts of Randy 
Schumacher of CSO Archi-
tects in Indianapolis, IN. It was 
Randy’s creative genius which 
developed the left-hook design 
after eliciting input from Vet-
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leads the $25 Million Capital 
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work with the various fed-
eral commissions while suc-
cessfully navigating the 24-
step process for memorials 
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Congress as well as vari-
ous federal commissions 
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ing relationships with these 
important and valuable part-
ners.   
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NDSWM, Scott worked fif-
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holds a Bachelor’s of Sci-
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part of the First Marine Ex-
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